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FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE. 


In  the  opening  sentences  of  the  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Directors,  read  one  year  ago  before  our  Association, 
the  members  of  the  League  were  congratulated  on  the 
complete  extinction  of  the  Slave-holder’s  Rebellion,  and 
on  the  martial  and  the  moral  victory  of  those  principles 
to  which  we  had  faithfully  held  through  a  long,  bloody, 
costly,  and,  at  times,  most  disheartening  war.  There 
was  no  face  in  our  assemblage  of  last  year  that  was  not 
beaming  with  the  triumph  of  the  present  and  the  hope 
of  the  future.  We  regarded  the  coming  history  of  our 
country  as  fixed  for  a  term  of  years  that  would  extend 
far  beyond  the  life  of  this  generation.  The  mere  facts 
of  our  national  position  were  too  vast  in  their  actual  re¬ 
sults  and  certain  consequences,  to  need  one  touch  of 
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fancy  in  order  to  increase  their  sublimity.  We  saw  our 

* 

country  in  all  the  grandeur  of  her  former  proportions,  in 
all  the  vigor  of  her  active  and  liberal  policy,  advancing 
once  more,  and  now  securely,  on  that  career  of  empire 
which  had  made  our  progress  a  wonder  to  the  nations, 
and  a  somewhat  too  boastful  source  of  pride  to  ourselves. 
Already  we  felt  that  we  were  a  chief  power  upon  the 
earth,  and  what  our  destiny  might  be  was  a  question  that 
baffled  the  calculations  and  excited  the  dread  of  our  ri¬ 
vals.  Freed  from  the  odious  weakness  of  human  slavery 
which  had  trammeled  whites  and  blacks  alike ;  which 
had  suppressed  the  simplest  knowledge  and  encouraged 
the  most  brutish  ignorance  in  both  races ;  which  had 
made  us  the  scoff  and  the  by-word  of  modern  civiliza¬ 
tion,  the  evident  contradiction  at  home  of  the  principles 
of  liberty  that  we  sought  to  spread  abroad ;  which  from 
the  earliest  day  of  our  national  existence  had  hung  above 
our  heads  as  a  visible  curse  of  Heaven,  sure  to  fall  at 
last ;  which  had  made  us  dumb  and  ashamed  before  the 
pitiful  face  of  Christianity,  and  self-convicted  either  by 
the  common  law  of  morals  or  the  statutes  of  the  church ; 
freed  from  this  stumbling-block,  which  we  had  heretofore 
felt  at  every  step  of  our  advancement,  we  were  conscious 
of  a  larger  national  mind,  a  more  vigorous  and  wider 
range  of  action,  a  purer  conscience,  a  sweeter  memory, 
a  brighter  hope,  and  beyond  all  and  above  all,  we  could 
look  upon  both  the  face  of  Heaven  and  the  face  of  man 
without  blushing  at  the  arguments  with  which  we  had 
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endeavored  to  gloss  over  the  guilt  of  that  obscene  thing 
which  we  mildly  called  the  “  Domestic  Institution.” 

This  was  also  the  position  of  the  mind  of  our  country 
a  year  ago.  The  fierce  struggle  was  ended  ;  slavery  was 
abolished,  and  peace  was  restored  throughout  the  land. 
Sanguinary,  costly  and  exhausting  the  struggle  had  in¬ 
deed  been ;  but  the  great  purpose  of  Providence  had 
been  accomplished,  the  blessing  of  universal  freedom  had 
been  bestowed  upon  us ;  and  we  did  not  grudge  one  drop 
of  blood,  one  farthing  nor  one  failing  effort,  which  we  had 
expended  as  tribute  in  securing  that  priceless  benefit. 
From  this  point  forward  all  would  be  well.  Minor  ques¬ 
tions  would  settle  themselves  under  the  new  condition 
of  things ;  or  in  the  changes  of  a  fewT  years,  they  would 
cease  to  be  causes  of  contention ;  and  to  time  also,  and 
the  reunion  of  the  old  links  of  social  and  of  mercantile 
intercourse,  we  hopefully  looked  for  a  cessation  of  the 
spirit  of  enmity  which  then  existed  between  the  North 
and  the  South.  The  South  was  in  no  condition  to  resist 
our  terms,  or  any  terms  that  might  be  accorded  to  them 
by  their  victors.  Indeed,  they  were  inclined  to  bear 
their  situation  with  the  best  grace,  and  to  accept  grate¬ 
fully  any  crumbs  of  mercy  that  might  fall  to  their  lot. 
Who  can  doubt  that  if  the  lamented  Lincoln  had  lived, 
the  whole  of  the  vast  matter  would  not  have  been  quietly 
arranged  on  terms  in  strict  accordance  with  the  princi¬ 
ples  that  had  animated  loyal  men  throughout  the  Rebel¬ 
lion  ? 


6 


But  in  the  inscrutable  wisdom  of  God,  our  nation  was 
doomed  to  suffer  from  another,  and,  if  possible,  more  de¬ 
testable  treachery  than  that  which  had  inspired  the  recent 
Rebellion.  The  man  whom  our  votes  had  elevated  to 
the  second  place  in  the  gift  of  the  nation,  and  whom  the 
hand  of  the  assassin  raised  to  the  first,  almost  from  the 
day  that  he  assumed  supreme  power,  set  himself  about 
proving  that  he  was  worthy  of  the  manner  of  his  succes¬ 
sion.  Not  only  did  he  betray  every  trust  that  we  had 
reposed  in  him,  but  he  became  false  to  his  own  record, 
his  own  pledges  and  protestations,  and  to  the  very  words 
which  we  had  applauded  in  his  first  message  to  Congress. 
Those  fundamental  principles  of  the  Union  Party,  which 
we  had  followed  devotedly  through  the  clouds  of  innu¬ 
merable  battles,  and  towards  which  we  looked  as  our 
guides  in  the  settlement  of  the  various  questions  that 
might  occur  in  the  peace  then  happily  surrounding  us — 
principles  to  which  he  had  voluntarily  sworn  allegiance  a 
thousand  times  and  in  a  thousand  ways,  with  an  excess 
of  frothy  utterance  that  went  far  beyond  our  extremest 
demand — these  principles  he  at  first  criticized,  then  sug¬ 
gested  substitutes  for  them,  and  at  length  openly  repu¬ 
diated  them  both  in  word  and  in  deed.  That  every  voice 

/ 

of  the  Union  Party  was  raised  in  indignation  and  con¬ 
demnation,  could  have  been  no  wonder  to  the  man  him¬ 
self.  That  Congress  taught  him  many  a  bitter  lesson  in 
the  dark  ways  of  his  treachery,  by  overruling  his  vetoes, 
rejecting  his  appointments,  and  frustrating  his  policy, 


was  no  more  than  simple  justice  to  him ;  and  whatever 
temper  some  of  our  representatives  may  have  shown  in 
their  dealings  with  this  false  man,  was  pardonable  in  men 
who  were  not  sitting  judicially,  hut  struggling  for  the 
future  welfare  of  their  country,  as  their  disbanded  army 
had  lately  struggled,  with  all  the  passions  of  their  hu¬ 
manity  hot  about  them.  Their  fervor  was  becoming  to 
them,  and  we  pity  the  cold-hearted  selfishness  that 
might  not  warm  with  a  kindred  feeling.  After  this  open 
breach  between  Congress  and  the  Executive,  the  latter 
set  himself  deliberately  to  work  to  use  the  power  which 
we  had  lodged  in  his  hands  as  a  sacred  trust,  for  the 
destruction  of  the  party  to  whom  he  owed  the  very 
means  which  he  employed  against  it.  How  total  was  his 
failure,  how  evident  his  folly  and  short-sightedness  are 
known  to  all;  and  the  recollection  of  his  history  must 
be  the  most  grievous  burden  upon  his  impatient  spirit, 
and  upon  the  memory  of  that  blind  guide  who  is  now 
sitting  amidst  the  ruins  of  his  cunning  schemes,  lament¬ 
ing  how  by  one  act  of  treachery  an  illustrious  life  may 
be  consigned  to  historical  infamy !  It  is  not  necessary 
to  retrace  the  steps  by  which  the  destruction  of  the  Union 
Party  was  sought.  Every  member  of  the  League  pos¬ 
sesses  all  or  some  large  portion  of  the  miserable  story, 
and  of  the  obvious  design  there  can  be  no  question.  The 
ridiculous  vanity  which  made  the  man  suppose  that  a 
traitor  upon  the  stump  is  a  persuasive  sight,  or  that  he 
could  utter  a  persuasive  sound,  or  that  all  the  official 
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patronage  and  loose  money  of  the  public  treasury  could 
corrupt  the  character  of  the  American  citizen,  to  his  own 
and  his  country’s  undoing,  were  thoroughly  illustrated  in 
the  indecent  tour  which  preceded  the  late  elections,  and 
which  followed  in  the  elections  themselves.  With  the 
whole  official  power  of  the  Union  Party  in  the  hands  of 
a  traitor,  with  our  late  political  enemies  and  their  rebel¬ 
lious  southern  brothers  as  his  allies,  with  many  of  our 
best  canvassers  still  in  office,  and  either  paralyzed  by 
the  fear  of  removal  or  cajoled  by  the  promise  of  reten¬ 
tion,  with  our  former  admirable  organization  almost  shat¬ 
tered  by  these  causes,  with  nothing,  in  short,  but  our 
wise  principles  and  the  individual  votes  of  our  faithful 
people,  we  entered  upon  the  electoral  contest  which  has 
just  closed  in  our  victory  and  in  the  irremediable  con¬ 
fusion  of  our  adversaries.  Let  no  one  underrate  this 
momentous  triumph,  or  while  rejoicing  in  it,  regret  that 
it  was  not  more  complete  and  overwhelming.  The  wonder 
is  that,  under  the  numerous  adverse  circumstances,  we 
were  able  to  maintain  our  former  position,  and  to  repulse 
the  foe  without  the  loss  of  a  single  representative  in 
Congress  or  a  single  governor  of  a  state.  Think  how 
sweeping  might  have  been  our  victory  if  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  had  been  on  the  side  to  which  it  rightfully  be¬ 
longed  !  The  result  of  the  late  elections  settles  the 
future  of  the  Union  Party,  and  indicates  in  what  hands 
the  government  of  the  nation  shall  continue  while  we  re¬ 
main  true  to  ourselves.  That  the  noble  body  of  men  who 
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represented  the  Union  Party  in  Congress  during  the 
trials  and  temptations  of  the  last  session,  will  lead  us 
wisely  and  well  during  the  coming  session,  no  one  can 
have  a  reasonable  doubt.  Now  that  the  popular  verdict 
has  been  uttered,  and  the  lines  of  the  future  issues 
strongly  marked,  no  member  of  Congress  can  hesitate  as 
to  the  duties  of  his  position,  or  as  to  what  policy  will 
meet  with  the  approval  of  his  constituents.  It  should 
be  the  duty  of  the  Leagne,  and  of  all  who  sympathize 
with  our  principles,  to  stand  firmly  beside  the  Congress 
which  we  have  elected,  and  to  strengthen  their  hands 
and  cheer  their  hearts  amidst  the  stormy  session  that 
may  be  approaching,  by  every  form  of  popular  demon¬ 
stration  in  which  public  confidence  may  be  expressed. 

In  looking  back  on  the  facts  which  we  have  just  re¬ 
viewed,  and  in  comparing  them  with  other  similar,  though 
less  flagrant  events  in  our  national  history,  we  cannot 
but  be  struck  with  the  many  instances  of  political 
treachery  which  have  disfigured  our  annals,  and  on  which 
no  such  sign  of  condemnation  has  been  set  as  the  crime 
deserves  at  the  hands  of  common  honesty.  It  should  be 
self  evident  to  the  dullest  preception  that  if  a  man  who 
has  acted  with  a  party,  should  accept  a  nomination  from 
that  party,  after  having  protested  his  adherence  to  its 
leading  principles,  and  in  the  confidence  inspired  by  his 
declarations,  he  should  be  elected  to  office  by  those  who 
bestowed  the  nomination, — such  a  man,  if  he  should 

afterwards  forsake  his  once  avowed  principles  and  act  in 
1* 
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political  opposition  to  his  former  friends,  is  guilty  of  a 
plain  breach  of  trust,  not  the  less  odious  and  morally 
base,  because  there  is  no  pecuniary  consideration  involved 
in  his  treachery.  He  who  is  false  to  a  trust  concerning 

property  finds  himself,  on  the  discovery  of  his  fraud,  be- 

. 

fore  the  courts  for  trial  and  punishment.  The  guilt  of  a 
political  fraud  is  as  morally  wrong  as  any  other  fraud, 
although,  in  the  nature  of  things,  it  is  not  punishable  by 
the  law.  Many  other  acts  of  human  baseness  are  not 
brought  to  the  bar  of  justice,  and  yet  mankind  has  dis¬ 
covered  a  method  of  making  the  transgressors  suffer  in 
a  way ‘that  is  far  more  oppressive  than  the  mere  action 
of  a  sharp  legal  sentence.  Public  contempt  and  domestic 
neglect,  suspicion  following  the  ordinary  relations  of  life, 
and  the  withdrawl  of  all  confidence  from  the  culprit, 
these  are  social  sentences  that  are  harder  to  endure  than 
fines  or  imprisonment.  This  verdict  should  be  visited 
upon  political  treachery.  A  man  who,  through  honest 
change  of  opinion,  finds  himself  opposed  to  his  former 
principles,  and  to  the  people  who  elevated  him  because 
of  his  profession  of  those  principles,  has  an  easy  method 
of  escaping  from  his  self-imposed  thraldom  by  the  resig¬ 
nation  of  his  office.  In  the  lower  walks  of  life,  resigna¬ 
tions  for  this  cause  are  of  daily  occurrence.  It  does  not 
lessen  the  moral  turpitude  of  clinging  to  an  office  after 
the  official  has  ceased  to  represent  his  constituents,  be¬ 
cause  the  office  is  a  high  one  ;  it  rather  makes  the  offence 
more  marked  and  open  to  condemnation.  We  know  that 
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much  casuistry  has  been  and  may  be  expended  on  this 
subject,  but  the  conclusions  of  an  instinctively  honest 
mind  would  be  the  same  for  all  the  arguments.  Political 
honesty,  before  the  judgment  of  good  morals,  in  no  way 
differs  from  common  honesty.  The  practice  in  the  two 
cases  may  differ,  but  the  underlying  principle  is  the 
same  in  both.  Therefore,  the  members  of  the  League, 
who  have  on  more  than  one  occasion  endeavored  to  purify 
our  political  system,  should  set  their  faces  against  politi¬ 
cal  treachery  as  they  would  against  any  other  breach  of 
trust ;  and  refuse,  under  any  circumstances,  to  confide  a 
representative  office  to  one  who  has  formerly  been  false 
to  an  official  position. 

The  part  taken  by  the  League  in  aiding  the  assembling 
of  the  Convention  of  Southern  Unionists  in  this  City,  is 
a  subject  on  which  we  congratulate  our  members.  Not 
only  was  the  political  effect  of  the  Convention  as  power¬ 
ful  as  it  was  universal ;  but  following  so  closely  on  the 
hybrid  assemblage  of  our  opponents,  it  did  much  towards 
correcting  the  evil  tendencies  of  the  latter,  and  in  ex¬ 
posing  the  hollow  fraud  which  has  sought  to  be  foisted 
upon  the  people  by  the  ostentatious  but  hollow  truce 
which  had  apparently  been  negotiated  between  the  new 
patriots  of  the  northern  Democratic  party  and  the  con¬ 
quered  rebels  of  the  South.  We  are  grateful  to  the  loyal 
Southern  men  whom  we  welcomed  to  their  Convention 
for  the  wise  and  temperate  resolutions  which  expressed 
the  sense  of  their  meeting,  and  proved  how  little  gall  was 
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in  their  forgiving  natures,  even  after  they  had  suffered 
through  years  of  persecution,  and  were  well  aware  that, 
on  returning  to  their  homes,  they  would  be  subjected, 
both  in  their  persons  and  their  families,  to  a  worse  re¬ 
newal  of  their  trials.  The  effects  of  their  visit  to  our 
Institution,  have  also  been  productive  of  good  to  their 
cause  in  the  South.  Taking  copy  by  our  association,  and 
recognizing  the  strength  and  capabilities  of  organization, 
since  their  return  they  have  instituted  Union  Leagues 
amongst  themselves.  The  Secretary  is  in  receipt  of  many 
letters,  asking  for  aid  and  advice  in  the  constitution  of 
Southern  Leagues.  These  documents  are  necessarily 
kept  private  at  present,  because  the  Southern  Leagues 
are  as  yet  secret  bodies,  and  hold  their  meetings  at  great 
risk  to  their  members ;  but  their  letters  declare  that  the 
mask  of  secrecy  will  shortly  be  removed,  and  they  will 
enter  with  us  into  open  correspondence  and  co-operation. 

In  the  midst  of  the  late  political  campaign,  an  unsuc¬ 
cessful  attempt  to  fire  the  League  House,  was  made  by 
some  cowardly  incendiary  who,  until  the  present  time, 
has  escaped  detection.  It  is  gratifying  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  to  be  able  to  report  that,  notwithstanding  the 
loss  and  the  inconvenience  occasioned  by  the  fire,  no 
work  in  which  the  League  was  then  engaged  was  in  any 
way  prevented,  or  even  postponed  for  a  single  day. 
Under  our  roofless  and  dripping  house,  the  various  com¬ 
mittees  of  our  body  went  steadily  on  with  their  duties, 
rather  inspirited  than  depressed  by  the  surrounding  deso- 


lation.  Although  before  the  fire  we  considered  our  build¬ 
ing  and  furniture  to  be  fully  covered  by  insurance,  we 
afterwards  discovered  that  certain  things,  which  were 
matters  of  ornament,  were  not  protected  by  our  policies, 
and  by  their  destruction  the  League  sustained  a  pecuni¬ 
ary  loss.  The  committee  to  which  was  confided  the  re¬ 
pairing  of  damages  to  our  property,  after  intelligent  con¬ 
sideration,  resolved  on  many  alterations  and  improvements 
in  the  original  plan  of  our  house,  which  involved  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  a  sum  much  greater  than  that  which  had 
been  received  from  the  insurance.  The  necessity  of 
greater  cellar  room,  of  increased  accommodations  in  the 
dormitory  of  the  servants,  of  a  more  perfect  system  of 
heating  the  house,  of  additional  facilities  in  the  crowded 
laundry  department,  and  of  firmer  supports  to  certain 
parts  of  our  house,  had  long  been  known  to  the  Board 
of  Directors ;  and  it  was  thought  wise  to  make  all  these 
needed  alterations  in  our  building  at  a  time  when  the  fire 
had  anticipated  us  in  the  work  of  demolition.  The  late 
disaster  had  also  taught  us  that  we  should  guard  against 
its  recurrence,  and  make  the  building  as  near  fire-proof 
as  possible.  To  accomplish  this  end,  the  brick  partition 
walls  were  run  up  above  the  roof  and  formed  into  battle¬ 
ments,  thus  dividing  the  roof  into  separated  sections,  and 
the  whole  was  covered  with  metal  One  portion  of  the 
building  may  now  burn  out  without  danger  to  the  other 
parts,  and  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to  communicate  a 
general  fire  to  the  roof,  which  is  necessarily  the  most 
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vulnerable  spot,  and  the  one  least  under  observation,  in 
our  whole  structure.  The  changes  could  not  be  accom¬ 
plished  without  a  large  outlay  of  money,  and  the  Board 
of  Directors  has  therefore  increased  the  annual  tax  for 
the  year  1867  by  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  which  will 
furnish  ample  funds  for  our  purposes,  and  will,  by  so 
much,  add  to  the  value  of  our  building.  It  is  not  con¬ 
sidered  that  this  increase  in  the  annual  , tax  will  be  con¬ 
tinued  beyond  the  next  year,  and  we  trust  that  our 
members  will  bear  it  cheerfully,  in  view  of  the  many  ad¬ 
vantages  secured  by  it. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  League,  held  on  the  twenty- 
second  of  August,  in  this  year,  a  committee  of  seventy- 
six  members  of  the  League,  was  appointed  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  employing  the  energies  and  resources  of  our 
Association  in  the  approaching  political  campaign.  How 
that  committee  acquitted  itself  in  the  performance  of  its 
patriotic  duties,  the  result  of  the  election  may  bear  wit¬ 
ness.  The  thanks  of  the  Governor  elect  and  of  the  State 
Central  Committee,  have  been  publicly  tendered  to  the 
League,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  for  our  assistance  in 
their  canvass,  and  the  deep  satisfaction  which  each  one 
of  us  feels  at  the  issue  of  the  arduous  contest,  is  a  suffi¬ 
cient  reward  for  our  voluntary  labors. 

The  most  powerful  adjunct  to  the  committee  of  seventy- 
six  was,  as  it  has  always  been,  the  intelligent  action  of 
the  the  Board  of  Publication.  Previous  to  the  election 
of  October  that  Board  had  distributed  eight  hundred  and 


sixty-seven  thousand  and  fifty-eight  documents,  consist¬ 
ing  of  eighteen  millions  and  sixty-four  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventeen  pages  of  sound  Union  doctrine. 
All  this  great  literary  work  has  been  quietly  accom¬ 
plished  ;  but  of  its  value,  in  the  grand  result,  no  man  can 
form  an  adequate  estimate.  Let  us  once  more  advise  our 
members  not  to  permit  the  Board  of  Publication  to  lan¬ 
guish  for  wTant  of  funds  wherewith  to  prosecute  its  noble 
career.  The  spread  of  true  knowledge  contains  within 
it  nothing  that  is  corrupting  to  the  popular  mind ;  and 
while  wTe  advance  our  cause  with  such  means  as  are 
furnished  by  the  Board  of  Publication,  we  may  smile  at 
the  harmless  slanders  which  our  opponents  have  heaped 
upon  our  Institution.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  firm 
of  Messrs.  Ticknor  &  Fields  of  Boston,  for  the  generous 
manner  in  which  they  put  early  sheets  of  two  of  the 
brilliant  political  articles  of  the  66  Atlantic  Monthly”  at 
our  disposal,  and  permitted  us  to  print  them  for  our  pur¬ 
poses  even  in  advance  of  their  own  publication.  The 
cheerful,  unselfish  co-operation  of  the  Union  men  of  one 
part  of  the  country  with  those  in  another  formed  a  bright 
feature  in  the  darkest  days  of  the  late  war,  and  we  are 
happy  to  recognize  the  continuance  of  this  spirit  of  fra¬ 
ternity  until  the  present  hour. 

The  report  of  the  Library  Committee  is  little  more 
than  a  list  of  losses  occasioned  by  fire  and  water  to  the 
perishable  property  which  they  have  in  charge.  Great 
damage  was  done  to  the  voluminous  files  of  newspapers 
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and  magazines  which  had  been  accumulating  since  the 
organization  of  the  League,  and  which  were  stored  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  building.  This  loss  cannot  be  supplied 
without  great  trouble  and  expense.  Our  members  are 
earnestly  requested  to  co-operate  with  the  committee  in 
the  proposed  extension  of  the  library,  so  that  it  may  not 
only  become  a  useful  department  of  our  Institution,  but 
a  collection  of  mark  in  the  City. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Fine  Arts  and  Trophies 
is  also  little  more  than  an  array  of  losses  incident  to  the 
tire.  As  soon  as  our  rooms  are  in  proper  repair,  most 
of  the  works  which  we  possessed,  and  those  which  were 
loaned  to  us  by  our  members,  will  again  ornament  the 
walls,  in  as  good  condition  as  the  careful  exertions  of 
the  Committee  have  been  able  to  accomplish.  The  thanks 
of  the  League  are  due  to  Mr.  James  McHenry,  of  London, 
for  the  excellent  marble  bust  of  the  great  English  Liberal, 
Richard  Cobden,  with  which  Mr.  McHenry  has  adorned 
our  house,  in  commemoration  of  the  pleasant  visit  which 
he  and  his  English  friends  paid  to  us  during  the  past 
year.  Our  thanks  should  also  be  rendered  to  the  gener¬ 
ous  donors  of  the  admirable  portrait  of  that  wise  and 
steadfast  statesman,  the  Honorable  Thaddeus  Stevens, 
whose  visible  form  has  at  length  followed  his  patriotic 
spirit  into  a  house  where  that  spirit  has  long  been  do¬ 
mesticated  and  deeply  reverenced. 

The  Committee  on  Membership  report  that  during  this 
year  they  have  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Directors, 
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three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  candidates  for  admission 
to  membership  of  the  League.  The  Board  returns 
its  thanks  to  the  Committee  for  the  care  and  fidelity 
with  which  their  trust  has  been  discharged,  and  renews 
to  the  Committee  the  expression  of  confidence  contained 
in  our  last  Annual  Report. 

On  the  first  of  December,  1866,  the  roll  of  the  League 
contained  the  names  of  nineteen  hundred  and  seventy 
members.  Of  these  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  were 
elected  during  the  current  year.  We  deplore  the  loss 
of  twenty-two  of  our  members  by  death  ;  there  have  been 
fifty-four  who  have  resigned  their  membership,  and  six, 
after  having  been  suspended  from  membership  for  non¬ 
payment  of  their  annual  dues,  were  finally  dropped  from 
the  roll,  in  accordance  with  the  By-Laws.  Once  more 
let  us  urge  upon  our  members  the  duty  of  inducing 
others  of  our  political  creed  to  join  in  our  Association, 
and  give  additional  weight  and  value  to  our  corporate 
action  by  their  welcome  presence  and  counsel. 

The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Auditors  for 
the  present  year,  have  been  laid  upon  the  table  for  ex¬ 
amination.  The  income  of  the  League,  to  the  first  of 
December,  1866,  amounted  to  eighty-five  thousand,  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  and  twenty  cents. 
The  disbursements  to  the  same  period  were  sixty-seven 
thousand,  nine  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  and  two 
cents,  leaving  a  surplus  in  the  treasury  of  seventeen 
thousand,  eight  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  and 
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eighteen  cents.  It  is  impossible  to  form  an  accurate  esti¬ 
mate  of  the  outstanding  bills  chargeable  against  this  sur¬ 
plus.  The  payments  for  the  repairs  of  the  damage  by 
the  fire  have  already  begun ;  and  there  were  various  ex¬ 
penses  incident  to  the  fire,  that  form  no  part  of  our  regu¬ 
lar  outlay,  which  the  Treasurer  was  obliged  to  meet 
during  the  present  year.  Notwithstanding  the  immense 
advance  in  the  prices  of  all  articles  used  in  our  establish¬ 
ment — an  advance  of  which  our  members  may  judge  by 
reference  to  their  domestic  affairs, — and  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  heavy  expenses  entailed  upon  us  by  the  fire 
and  the  additional  work  projected  in  our  plans  for  re¬ 
building  the  damaged  portions  of  the  house — the  Direc¬ 
tors  are  confident  that  with  the  small  increase  made  in 
the  annual  tax  for  the  year  1867,  and  a  system  of  proper 
economy,  the  incoming  Board  will  find  itself  in  a  position 
of  financial  ease,  and  that  the  close  of  the  next  year  will 
showT  the  treasury  of  the  League  to  be  in  its  usual  flourish¬ 
ing  condition. 

The  general  prospects  of  the  League  were  never  more 
flattering  than  on  the  day  of  rendering  this  report.  An 
unabated  public  interest  precedes,  accompanies  and  fol¬ 
lows  every  movement  of  our  body.  Our  political  friends 
have  greeted  us  with  their  applause,  and  our  political 
enemies  have  honored  us  with  their  denunciations.  Both 
these  expressions  of  feeling  are  equally  tributes  that  re¬ 
cognize  our  services.  It  seems  as  though  nothing  more 
remains  to  us  than  to  persevere  steadily  in  our  old 
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courses,  and  to  follow  our  traditions  and  principles  to  the 
end.  We  are  satisfied  with  the  harmonious  spirit  that 
at  present  impels  our  Association,  and  can  only  hope  that 
it  will  never  decline  in  vigor  or  lapse  into  the  dangerous 
security  of  inaction.  Our  future  duties  are  plain  before 

US;  In  the  Possible  struggle  that  may  at  no  distant  day 
arise  between  Congress  and  that  body  which  was  once 
our  Administration,  we  shall  stand  with  the  Congress  of 
our  recent  choice,  rather  than  with  the  men  who  have 
betrayed  us,  and  whom  we  have  also  repudiated.  Rumors 
come  to  us  from  the  Capitol  that  it  is  the  design  of  the 
Executive  to  seek  some  means  of  reconciliation  between 
himself  and  our  faithful  representatives.  Trust  him  not ! 
The  friendship  of  such  a  man  is  the  most  dangerous 
thing  about  him.  The  first  treachery  may  be  his  crime, 
but  the  second  act  will  be  the  folly  of  his  victims.  With 
our  overwhelming  majorities  in  both  branches  of  Con¬ 
gress,  we  have  no  need  for  his  services  beyond  that 
limit  which  the  Constitution  imposes  upon  him.  We  all 
know  what  would  be  the  consequences  of  his  infringe¬ 
ment  of  that  sacred  document.  Warnings  are  already  in 
the  air  that  he  may  heed  or  not,  according  to  the  mea¬ 
sure  of  his  wisdom.  The  position  of  the  Union  Party, 
during  the  continuance  of  liis  term  of  office,  is  an  assured 
one,  from  which  we  cannot  be  driven,  and  should  not  be 
seduced.  We  have  had  enough  of  compromises.  The 
“Missouri  Compromise,”  which  now  almost  belongs  to 
our  ancient  history,  was  a  proof  of  the  short-sightedness 
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of  those  who  tamper  with  truth  and  justice,  for  the  sake 
of  temporary  peace.  Whenever  a  lie  or  a  false  principle 
arises  in  the  land,  let  us  strike  it  down ;  and  the  sooner 
the  blow  falls,  and  the  battle  is  fought  out  “  on  that  line,” 
the  better  for  all  concerned  in  the  contest.  To  postpone 
the  evil  day,  is  to  double  the  volume  of  its  wrath.  If 
wTe  Americans  have  not  taken  these  truths  to  heart,  we 
have  fought  through  a  long  war,  and  gained  great  results 
in  the  struggle,  but  we  have  gathered  little  wisdom  by 
the  way.  The  questions  between  us  and  the  people  of 
the  South  should  be  settled  but  in  one  way,  by  the  in¬ 
flexible  advancement  of  the  principles  for  which  we 
fought,  and  by  which  they  fell.  This  is  the  only  solution 
of  the  difficulties  which  our  people  will  tolerate,  and  it 
is  therefore  the  only  adjustment  that  can  be  permanent. 
Let  Congress  stand  by  the  time-tried  principles  of  the 
Union  Party,  let  us  stand  by  Congress  in  its  efforts  to 
put  those  principles  into  practice,  and  if  that  which  we 
call  “  truth”  be  not  false  in  its  own  nature,  all  will  be 
well  with  us,  and  in  the  long  result  of  time,  all  will  be 
well  with  our  unreflecting  adversaries. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

GEO.  H.  BOKER,  ’ 

Secretary. 


t 


APPENDIX. 


Philadelphia,  December  5,  I860. 


T°  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia. 


Gentlemen  1 The  undersigned  Auditors  appointed  by  the  Board 
ot  Directors  of  the  League,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  exam- 
med  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  to  the  1st  inst.,  compared  them 
with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  correct.  They  present  in  the 
aggregate  the  following  figures  : 

On  hand  Dec.  1,  1865,  cash  in  bank,  .  34,365  55 

338,600  Treasury  Notes,  costing  .  38,600  00 

- -  042  965  55 

Subject  to  a  temporary  loan  since  paid  off,  $35,000  00 

Loss  on  sale  of  the  Treasury  Notes,  .  .  386  00  35,386  00 


Net  balance  from  last  year, 

Entrance  fee  from  291  members,  at  325, 
Annual  tax  from  9  members  for  1865,  at 
§25,  .... 

Annual  tax  from  26  members  for  1865,  at 
§12  50,  . 

/  •  •  •  •  a 
Annual  tax  from  1798  members  for  1866,  at 
§25,  .... 

Annual  tax  from  164  members  for  1866,  at 
$12  50, 

7  •  •  •  •  • 

Annual  tax  from  4  members  for  1867,  at 
§35,  ... 


§7,275  00 
225  00 
325  00 
44,950  00 
2,050  00 
140  00 


From  Insurance  Companies  for  damao-e  by 
fire  to  building,  .  .  .  . 

From  Insurance  Companies  for  damage  by 
fire  to  household  effects, 

Billiards, . 


7,579  55 


54,965  00 

10,663  01 

9,757  45 
2,863  19 


§85,828  20 
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Amount  Forward,  .... 

EXPENDITURES. 

Interest  paid  on  Bonds,  .  $7,200  00 

u  u  Loans,  .  920  12 


$8,120  12 

Less  interest  rec’d  for  loans,  2,035  82 

Beal  Estate,  ...... 

Households  Effects,  . 

Trustees  of  Sinking  Fund, 

Amount  thus  far  paid  and  charged  to  loss 
by  fire  to  building,  . 

Amount  thus  far  paid  and  charged  to  loss 
by  fire  to  household  effects,  . 

John  Crump  on  account  of  contract  for  re¬ 
pairs  to  building,  . 

Expenses,  ...... 


$6,084  30 
1,129  43 
13,434  08 
2,000  00 

1,114  51 

2,348  98 

7,824  31 
33,995  41 


Balance  on  hand  in  bank,  . 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


Ward  B.  Haseltine, 
Andrew  Wheeler,  > 
Augustus  Heaton,  ) 


$85,828  20 


67,931  02 
$17,897  18 


Auditors. 


